
Minutes of the Public Meeting of 
The Ythan District Salmon Fishery Board 

Held on 30th June 2026 
At The Schivas Steading, Newton, Methlick at 2pm 

1. Present:

John Pirie - Ardlogie
Eric Ritchie - Ramornie
Dominic Fairlie - Cromleybank

2. In Attendance:

Gwen Chalmers  - Clerk to the Board
Jim Kerr - Don District Salmon Fishery Board Superintendent
Anouk Kloppert – River Ythan Trust 

3. Apologies for absence:

Fred Pell – HAC
Paul Adderton - ADDA Machar Pool
Charles Wolrige Gordon - Esslemont – Chairman
Edward Arthur - Schivas
Graeme Connon - Chapelton

4. Minutes of General Meeting held on Tuesday 10th Feb 2026

The clerk to the board welcomed everyone. No points raised from the previous minutes
which have been posted on the website.

5. Update from Clerk

Richie Miller at the Deveron was contacted about undertaking NEPS electrofishing surveys
within the Ythan catchment this year. R Miller replied to say that NEPS surveys are not taking
place as Marine Scotland has no funding.
Joseph Yule of the Ugie catchment was contacted to confirm that the Ythan Board want them
to supply the boat and seal scarer and to arrange with Wayne Smith at Boatie Tams. They
were delighted to do so.

6. SLA report in brief for the River Ythan DSFB

Jim Kerr reported the following:-
Piscivorous Bird Surveys.
During the spring months of March, April and May, 3 Piscivorous bird surveys were carried
out. The survey area is from Blairfowl down to the Newburgh estuary. On the 31st March, 16
Goosanders were counted along with 3 Cormorants. The survey carried out on the 23rd April,
accounted for 20 Goosanders and 5 Cormorants. The last bird survey for the spring period
was on the 28th May, 21 Goosanders and 3 Cormorants were noted.

Willow Bank Repair-Ebrie Burn 



On the habitat improvement plan 2026, it was my intention to carry out a bank repair on a 
section of the Fordoun Burn. Unfortunately, this was not possible due to hitting bed rock. 
Many attempts were made to break through the bed rock by using a pinch bar and trying to 
punch a hole through the bed rock, all attempts failed. 
An alternative site was found, this time the Ebrie Burn, severe flooding over the winter 
period had caused significant erosion along a 16m section, where 3 feet of embankment was 
lost. 
Once permission was gained from the landowner, works began on the 16th of March, it then 
took 8.5 man days for completion. For pictures and further details, please refer to 
March/April/May monthly report. 

Obstacle Removal 
An accumulation of large tree limbs was reported by Haddo Angling Club at Tangland bridge, 
these were all removed from the main river channel. 
At the confluence of the Fourdon burn, a tree limb stretching from bank to bank was 
removed. During low summer flows, young salmonids would have had problems accessing 
the stream from the main river. Debris was removed from the fish passes a short distance 
upstream. A small amount of debris was also removed from the fish passes directly below 
the road bridge. 
Pollution – No reports have been submitted during March/April May. 
Seals – I have had no reports of marauding seals for March, April or May. 

7. Proposals by those attending:
Could be an idea for others to receive training to learn the skills of willow bank repair /
Green engineering. No permission from SEPA is required from SEPA unlike repairs using rocks
and boulders. Members of the public have requested fishing passes; it was suggested that
they contact Haddo Angling Club for a possible day ticket.

8. Update on Surveys

John Pirie gave a brief update on fish surveys: - 
The catch and return figures in the Ythan for 2025 were 19 Salmon for the whole year. This is 
the lowest figure since 1952. The numbers for Sea Trout and Finnock are both up. A more 
detailed report can be found on the Ythan Fisheries Board website.   

9. River Ythan Trust
Anouk Kloppert gave an outline of the Trust’s position. With only two directors it may not be
possible for the Trust to continue. They are looking into the possibilities of amalgamating
with another local river trust. A balance of £3870 remains in the bank.

10. Date for next Meeting
The Clerk proposed that the AGM and next public meeting should be held mid-January 2027.
Date and venue to be confirmed.

11. Any other Competent Business
No further business was raised so the Clerk closed the General Meeting.


